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Text: 
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2: For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3: How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4: God also bearing them witness, both with 
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will? 

Introduction 
Our text says, “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.” The writer to the Hebrews 
here describes salvation as great salvation. Today, we use the word “great” so lightly. We use the 
word “great” on almost everything. We say, “that’s a great car,”  “that’s a great song,” “she’s a 
great singer,” “that was a great game,” “he is a great basketball player.” We ascribe greatness to 
small insignificant things and weak and frail creatures. But God has something else in mind 
when He says in Hebrews 2:3, “so great salvation.” What is so great about salvation? Why did 
the writer to the Hebrews describe salvation as so great? That’s what I want to examine this 
morning. There are at least three things I believe that make God’s salvation great. First, God’s 
salvation is great because of its Provider, secondly, because of its Price and thirdly, because of 
its Permanence. 

I – Its Provider 
Salvation is so great because of its Provider. It is God who is the great Provider of this great 
salvation. When we think of salvation it is important to understand that it is God who saves. Our 
God is a saving God. In fact, that is one of His names. 
Isaiah 43:3 ... For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour ... 

Isaiah 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no Saviour. 

Isaiah 45:21 ... and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none 
beside me. 

Isaiah 49:26 ... all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the 
mighty One of Jacob. 



Jude 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

God is the Saviour and He is the only One who can provide for our salvation. We read in Jonah 
2:9, these words, “Salvation is of the LORD.” God is the Author of salvation. As we have 
learned last Sunday, Biblical salvation is a threefold salvation from sin. It is salvation from 
the penalty of sin, from the power of sin and from the presence of sin. This salvation did 
not originate with man but with God. It has its origins not in the mind of man but in the mind 
of God. 
Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
The LORD Jehovah is the One who provided a way for lost sinners to be brought back to Him. 
What’s amazing to me is that the God whom we have offended and whose laws we have broken 
is the same God who took the first move and provided a way that we might be forgiven and 
be reconciled to Him. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
Salvation begins with God. He is the One who loved us first and He is the One who gave His 
Son to purchase our redemption on the cross of Calvary. 

2 Corinthians 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19: To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

Who else could have come up with such a great salvation? We are completely unable to save 
ourselves because of our sins and its consequences. We are absolutely unable to come up with a 
salvation that completely displays God’s mercy and grace and at the same time, not violate 
His justice and holiness. Only a wise and just and gracious God could come up with a salvation 
that justify an ungodly and remain just. 
Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 
Yes, you heard it right. God justifies the ungodly. He is able to justify the ungodly and remain 
just. God is able to declare the ungodly person not guilty and let that person go free without 
being unjust. How? 

Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 



Because of the sacrificial death of Christ, God can remain just when declaring righteous the one 
who believes in Jesus Christ. What a salvation this is! 

I heard about a young girl whose mother was reading to her John 3:16. The mother 
exclaimed, “Dear child, don’t you think this verse is amazing?” The child responded, “No.” The 
mother thought the child must have misunderstood, so she repeated the question. But again, the 
girl shook her head, saying, “No. It would be amazing if it were anyone else, Mother. But it’s 
really just like God!” Wow, the child with her young mind and simple faith had understood that 
the great gift of salvation could naturally be expected from a great God. 

II – Its Price 
Salvation is so great not only because of its Provider but also because of its Price. The Great 
Provider provided a great salvation at a great high Price. You may have heard the old proverb 
that says, “If something is free, it’s probably because it’s cheap.” Not always true! Certainly not 
with God’s great salvation! It is true that God’s salvation is free, but it is absolutely not 
cheap! It is without money and without price, but it was obtained for us at a great cost, not to us 
but to our Great Provider.  

Listen to what Peter says in his first letter ... 
1 Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19: But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
We were purchased for God at an extremely high price—not with money, not with precious 
stones, not with things that perish and corrupt but with the very precious blood of Jesus Christ 
poured out on the cross. 

The blood that was shed on the cross of Calvary is costly because it is the blood of God’s own 
Son. Isn’t that what we read in Acts 20:28? Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Hebrews 9:11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12:  Neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
To obtain our eternal redemption, Jesus Christ offered not the blood of goats and calves but His 
own precious blood. And this He did once and for all to secure our redemption forever. 

Someone has said, “It only took a command to effect the work of Creation, but it took a cross to 
accomplish the work of redemption.” Creation cost God nothing but redemption cost Him 
everything. Salvation had cost God the best that He had, His only begotten Son, who went to 
the Cross to die for us. 



Understand that although God paid a high price to purchase our salvation, it costs us nothing to 
obtain it, for it is offered and received as a free gift. 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: 9: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Jesus Christ paid the price of our salvation completely Himself. There is nothing left for us to 
pay. 

For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I'll wash my garments white 

In the blood of Calv'ry's Lamb. 

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 

III – Its Permanence 
Salvation is so great not only because of its Provider and its Price but also its Permanence. 
Hebrews 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

When Jesus Christ paid a high price for our salvation by pouring out His blood, He obtained 
once and for all our eternal redemption for us. Our redemption is not a momentary, or 
temporary redemption, but rather eternal redemption. An eternal redemption which can 
never be abolished nor taken away from us once we have obtained it. 

There are people who believe that they can lose their salvation. They believe in a small salvation 
not a great salvation. That is contrary to what the Scripture teaches. The great salvation that our 
great Provider secured for us at a great high Price not only came from eternity but will continue 
through eternity. 

Paul asked a rhetorical question in Romans 8:35a, “Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?” Listen to Paul’s confident response to his own question, “For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The answer is obvious—nothing, absolutely nothing 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God! 



Jesus also made this very reassuring words in John 10:27-30, “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 
Here is the perfect security of those who have placed their faith in Christ alone for salvation—
they are in the hands of Christ, and they are in the hands of the Father. There will be things and 
there will be those who will try to pluck us out and undo our salvation, but what are they and 
who are they compared to the power of our great Saviour and our Almighty Father? Our Lord 
Himself said, “My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 

Then, on top of this wonderful promise that no one can ever pluck us out of the combine hands 
of the Father and the Lord Jesus, there are many other promises from our Lord which show 
that His intention and purpose is to give us eternal redemption. He promises us He would 
never leave us nor forsake us. He gave us the Holy Spirit as the earnest of our inheritance, that is 
He is the deposit to guarantee these promises. He reserves in Heaven for you an inheritance that 
is incorruptible, undefiled, and that does not fade away. He keeps us by His almighty power. He 
wrote our names in the Lamb’s book of Life and keeps a record in heaven of all of those who 
have placed faith in Him. 

Closing Thoughts 
This is truly such a great salvation! It is so great because of its Provider, because of its Price, 
and because of its Permanence. How shall you and I escape if we neglect so great salvation? 
How shall we escape if we neglect a salvation from sin that He graciously offers and willingly 
gives. A salvation from the penalty of sin, from the power of sin and from the presence of sin? 
Again, the answer is obvious: We won’t escape! You and I shall never escape! Our great and 
glorious and gracious God and Saviour provided a great salvation at the cross! The price that 
Jesus paid for our redemption was a costly price. Oh, don’t neglect this great salvation. Trust in 
Him alone for your salvation today. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. Come to Jesus! Come to Jesus and live! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shall be saved! 

Now let me speak to those by the grace of God have already experienced this great salvation. 
Thank God for His unspeakable gift. O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy 
endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy; (Psalm 107:1-2). 

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 

Redeemed through His infinite mercy- 
His child, and forever I am. 

-Crosby 



The price that Jesus paid for our eternal redemption was extremely costly. When we think of the 
great suffering that He endured to purchase our eternal salvation, our hearts should overflow 
with love for Him. Oh, serve Him with all your heart! Let us give our lives in full surrender and 
obedience to the One who gave His all for us. Jesus Christ gave His all for me—how can I 
give Him less? 

AMEN!


